NHAs celebrate places
where natural, cultural,
historic, recreational
and scenic resources
combine to form a
nationally significant
landscapes arising
from patterns of hu-
man activity shaped by
geography.

0 NPS

FOUR CRITICAL
STEPS

1  Completion of a feasi-
bility study. In pro-
gress!

1  Public involvement in
the feasibility study.
In progress!

1 Demonstration of
widespread public
support among heri-
tage area residents.
Growing!

1  Commitment from
key constituents in-
cluding governments,
businesses, and pri-
vate and non -profit
organizations.

Growing!

NHA THEMES

f Nationdés Ol
Oldest City

Y Native American Life-
ways

Y  Multi-Cultural Coastal
Frontier

 Military History

Y  Tourism & the Resort
Era

9 Leisure & Recreation

I Transportation Corri-
dors

Y Coastal Arts & Archi-

tecture
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The proposedNat i ono6 s
Port National Heritage Areés
a culturally, historically, and
environmentally distinctive
region, whereumerous chap-
ters in the national story have
been written. Throughout cen-
turies, people worladvide have
been drawn by the bounteous
natural resources of coastal St.
Johns and Flagler Counties;
thus, today it is a multicultural
melting pot.

The present coastal landscape

Kayaking in the proposed
National Heritage Area

With the goal of preserving and

2009-2010

and Recrea

sectors, to propose Congressional
designationof&Nat i onds
Port National HeritageArea As
noted in theSt. Augustine Re-

c o r fdodt page article on No-
vember 3, 2009, a National Heri-
tage Area (NHA) designation
would dovetail easily with the
upcoming City of
450thcommemoration celebration
and other regional initiatives high-
lighting our rich, vibrant heritage.

Please email what gives you a
special sense of plagestories,

O

displays historically important C€l€brating these unique heritagessoyrces, historic figures, tradi-

buildings, locations, and ar-
chaeological sites, many of
national significance. Beaches,
waterways, islands, and mari-
time forests still attract people
here as they have for thousand
of years.

coastal Florida are working in

partnership with residents, local
governments, state and federal
agencies, private and nonprofit

assets, as well as creatagnore qng events, arts, foodwaydo
livable and economlcglly V"'?‘ble lwhite@staugustinelighthouse.com
areapeople across this region of

For information on NHAs: visit

| Www.nps.gov/history/
heritageareas/ and
www.floridanha.com.

Four New and Upcoming Recreational Opportunities wil

Historic Wharf Discovered at  southeastern seaboard. With

Longs Landing Estuary | ocal
What a Find! During archaeo-
logical investigationsof o n g & S i

danding ERtadngite,&an envi- | % 3
ronmentally sensitive lands el
acquisition, a late 19century g
landing fAwharf &} &
covered and since named s
AHernandez Landd
Joseph M. Hernandez. The ;
feature is identified on an 1816 | #
handdrawn, colored land grant
map. The wharf provided wa-
ter access to readily export cul-
tivated crops (sugar, corn,
hemp) to St. Augustine, Savan-
nah and other ports on the

R T e B ™

1816 land grant map of
Hernandezds

the City of Palm Coast is pursuing

ar chaeol adatisntl Rdyister of $listait a n ¢

Places designation.

Park construction is scheduled
for 2011 and will feature water
based recreational opportunities
and interpretation of natural and

s -istoric resources including the

Hernandez Landing find. Visit
www.ci.palmcoast.fl.us/
Government/Departments/
Recreation/Activities.aspfor

other offerings such as the Linear
Park and St. Joe Walkway facili-
ties, designated as a Great Florida
Birding Trail.

Recreational Opportunities,
L andi negpntinued on Page 2
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PAGE 2 Recreational Opportunities (contidped from p. 1)

River to Sea Preserve Enhancements  National Recognition for Washington Vedra Beach Library.

Appeal to Outdoor Recreationists Oaks Gardens State Park This new St. Johns County park will be
New picnic pavilions, a gazebo, anin-  The Florida Department of Environ- a public/private partnership designed and

formation kiosk, additional beach walk- me nt al P Washirgior Qaksn 6 $uilt using native plants highlighting up-

overs, landscaping, sidewalks and a rep- Gardens State Pankas recently listed on land hammock, freshwater marsh, and

lica of a former coast guard observation theNat i on al Par k S er ooastaleins ecasystens ofrNartheast
tower are among the new public ameni- Register of Historic Place$he designa- Florida. The par kés boar dw
ties on the east side of tRéver to Sea ‘ ~,. ion overlook a pond and Bird Island Park

rookery, often teeming with migratory
birds and wildlife. In The Playergavil-
ion, a kiosk introduces visitors to path-
ways to the sea turtle maze, storytelling
and play areas, and other featurkger-
net access and ge@ashing will be avail-

Preservecelebrated at a recent ribbon
cutting.

The Preserve, located on both sides of
the A1A at Marineland, is one of five

ond district to be listed in Flagler County §

The park is comprised of land that was §

beach access parks in Flagler County.  purchased by Second Seminole War milijgi{ 2

Bicyclists, rollerbladers, and walkers lovetia General Joseph Hernandez, a Florididisss

the bike path stretching from Marineland of Minorca descent, in 1818 and was

at the north county line 19 milestothe named fABel |l a Vi st a
Volusia County line in the south. Visitors can enjoy trails, wildlife view-

The bike path starts at the Preserve anding, beaches and fishing amidst the beau®

glides through a coastal hammock canoptiful gardens.www.floridastateparks.org/  Grand opening is slated for February

of trees and along the coastline with un- washingtonoaks 2010 with hours of operation from 8 am
obstructed ocean vistas. It also connects to sunset. Location is 226 Solana Road,
to a 37 mile network of additional bike  Bird Island Park Opening Soon Ponte Vedra Beach.

paths. www.flaglerparks.com/riversea/ This Park is located on the A1A in www. birdislandpark.org

preserve.htm North St. Johns County behind Ponte

Area Happenings

GTM Research Reserve Teaches Sustainable Living regional steering committee, and fe
The Guana Tolomato Matanzas (GTM) National Estuarine ~ eral commission that is taking shap
Research Reserve has devel op éAR %2yeamserias okegents ane oy
EcoLogically, 0 consisting of portunities celebsating StoAugustindg
information and trends in eddendly lifestyles Highlights will kick -off in 2013, beginning whe
include: sustainable living, water conservation and quality, the nation observes the 500th anni
native plant use, household/hazardous chemical consumption s ar y o f Ponce
reduction, and making 0gr een®FlaidadnaSh Augustingtheyer
Linda Krepp, GTM Research Reserve Educator, will offer the roots of this nation took hold. Incredibly, when the Pilgrims
course to homeowner ds associ landadatPiymouthin 16205t Augusting adready atl ja tore, ¢ n
reserve boundaries in St. Johns and northern Flagler Counties church, hospital, seminary, fish market and some 120 houses
Contact the Reserveds -4800.u c a tandshopsid @ towneplan eatablisited oy 4oyal dgczeg in 1573,
the oldest streets in America were laid down. Millions of heri-

City of st . h GomgemeratiomCerdnsissign5 Otage visitors walk these same streets todaty.Augustine was

In 2015 St. Augustine will lead the world in the commemora- First America. For information on the speaker series titled

tion of its 450th anniversar@n March 30, 2009, President ADi scover First America: Lega
Barack Obama authorized legislation that created the St. www.staugustinegovernment.com/Abiey/featuredstories
Augustine 450th Commemoration Commissihey now archive/10_09/450thCC.cfm

have official structure with a city department, strategic plan,
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